'Everybody pitched in' 
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Bill O’Hare, right, of North Haven, shakes the hand of his mechanic, Donny Ferguson, during a benefit dinner to help him with his medical bills. He’s been fighting liver cancer. “Hurry up and get better so you can fix my car. My engine light is on again,” O'Hare said. 
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WALLINGFORD - Yalesville Little League and town residents are rallying behind a long-time friend and league volunteer during his fight against cancer.

League President Ray Gomes and others heard that Donny Ferguson, who helps maintain the fields, was having trouble making ends meet and they wanted to do something to help him.

"You become part of a family ... you look out for each other," Gomes said. "We're trying to help out in some small way."

Ferguson, 50, owns Colony Radiator, 372 S. Colony Road, but the shop has been closed since July because he has been battling liver cancer.

Members of the league and other local residents including Ferguson attended a pasta dinner and raffle Thursday night at Lyman Hall High School that was organized by some league volunteers. The proceeds from the event - organizers were hoping for $10,000 - will go to the Ferguson family to help relieve some financial pressure.

"When we found out that he needed some help, everybody just pitched in," said Laura Josephson, a league volunteer. "It's really been a team effort."

Ferguson had a lung removed in July after several rounds of radiation to shrink a tumor. Less than a month later, he was diagnosed with liver cancer.

"He's truly a hero to all the kids and staff down there because he just gives and gives and asks for nothing in return," Josephson said about Ferguson.

Josephson and others called Ferguson a stand-up guy, excellent father and friend. They said he has dedicated countless hours to keeping up the fields even though his kids no longer play in the league.

"I just think that dedication to youth ... it definitely inspires me to keep going," said Pete Selmecki, the league's field director.

Ferguson said he's feeling a little better, but is still undergoing radiation. He said he was very surprised when he heard that his "extended family" planned the benefit dinner to help him and his family.

"For them to do this for me ... they are just a great group. I couldn't believe it," Ferguson said. "I'm just in awe with everything that they did."

Seeing more than 300 people come through the doors after about an hour, Ferguson's wife, Lori, said "We're a little bit overwhelmed right now. It's amazing."
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